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Your Quick-Start Guide to Affiliate Marketing

Welcome! If you're an author, book blogger, podcaster, or creator in the publishing space, you've already built something
priceless: an audience that trusts your recommendations. Affiliate marketing is one of the most authentic and sustainable
ways to monetize that trust — by earning a commission every time you recommend a product or service that genuinely
helps your readers.

What is Affiliate Marketing?

In simple terms, affiliate marketing is a performance-based partnership. When you join a company's affiliate program,
you receive a unique, trackable link. When someone clicks your link and makes a purchase, the company pays you a
percentage of that sale as a thank-you for sending them a new customer. It is a genuine win-win-win: the customer
discovers a great product, the company gains a sale, and you earn passive income.

Unlike sponsored posts or paid advertisements, affiliate marketing is entirely performance-based. You only earn when
your recommendation actually leads to a sale. This aligns your incentives perfectly with your audience's interests: you
are motivated to recommend only the best products, because those are the ones that convert.

Trust is your most valuable asset as a creator. The Federal Trade Commission (FTC) in the United States — and
equivalent bodies in other countries — requires you to clearly disclose your affiliate relationships. A simple, prominent
statement is all that is needed:

"Please note: This post contains affiliate links. If you click through and make a purchase, | may earn a small commission at no
additional cost to you. | only recommend products | genuinely use and believe in."

Place this disclosure at the top of any blog post, video description, or email that contains affiliate links. Transparency
builds trust and protects you legally.

How to Get Started: A 4-Step Walkthrough

The best programs are those whose products you genuinely use or that you know will solve a real problem for your
specific audience. If your readers are aspiring self-published authors, a tool like Publisher Rocket or Vellum is a natural
fit. If you serve book bloggers, Bookshop.org is an excellent choice. This guide gives you 26+ options across every
corner of the publishing world.

This guide sorts programs into three tiers based on ease of sign-up. Tier 1 programs have a simple form directly on their
own website or a lightweight platform like Tolt or FirstPromoter — you can often be approved and generating links within
minutes. Tier 3 programs require you to first create a free account on a major affiliate network such as Impact, CJ
Affiliate, or ShareASale. Once your network profile is approved (usually within 1-3 business days), you can apply to
individual company programs within that network.

Once approved, you will receive access to a dashboard where you can find your unique referral links. Many programs
also provide pre-made banners, email copy, social media graphics, and other promotional materials. Take advantage of
these — they are designed to convert.
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This is the most important step. Do not simply drop links randomly into your content. Weave them into genuinely valuable
material: a detailed software review, a step-by-step tutorial, a 'Resources | Use' page on your website, or a

recommended tools section in your email newsletter. The more helpful and authentic your recommendation, the more
likely your audience is to click and convert.
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Best Practices for Long-Term Success

Promote Only What You The most successful affiliates are passionate and knowledgeable about the products they
Know and Trust recommend. Your audience can tell the difference between a genuine endorsement and a
cash grab. Stick to tools and services you have personally used or thoroughly researched.

Focus on Value, Not Just Create high-quality content that helps your audience solve a real problem. The affiliate

Sales income is a byproduct of the value you provide. A comprehensive guide to formatting a
self-published book — with an honest Vellum or Atticus recommendation woven in — will
outperform a bare affiliate link every single time.

Diversify Your Programs Do not rely on a single affiliate program for all your income. Commission rates change,
programs close, and companies pivot. This guide gives you 26+ options. Aim to have active
relationships with at least five to eight programs across different categories.

Track Your Performance Use the dashboards provided by your affiliate programs to see what is working. Which links
receive the most clicks? Which pieces of content drive the most sales? Use this data to
double down on what converts and refine or retire what does not.

Build an Email List Your email list is your most powerful affiliate marketing asset. Unlike social media algorithms,
your list belongs to you. A well-timed email recommending a tool like MailerLite or Scrivener
to a list of engaged authors can generate significant commissions from a single send.
MailerLite itself has a 30% lifetime affiliate program — making it both a tool and a revenue

stream.
Understand Cookie When someone clicks your affiliate link, a 'cookie' is placed in their browser that tracks the
Durations referral. If they purchase within the cookie window, you earn the commission. Cookie

durations vary widely — from 24 hours (Amazon) to 30 days (most programs) to lifetime
(Payhip). Prioritize programs with longer cookie windows when possible.
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The Curated List of 26+ Affiliate Programs

Every program below has been individually verified as of March 2026. All links go directly to the affiliate sign-up or
information page. Programs are sorted into three tiers based on how easy they are to join — Tier 1 being the simplest. All
links include UTM tracking parameters so you can measure traffic from this guide in your analytics dashboard.

TIER 1 — Direct & Simple Sign-Up (No Network Account Required)

10

11

12

13

14

15

Publisher Rocket

Bookshop.org

Scribe Media

BookBaby

MailerLite

Vellum

Plottr

Sudowrite

Writesonic
Scrivener

Payhip

Self-Publishing

School

Libro.fm

PublishDrive

Draft2Digital
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These 16 programs use their own sign-up form, or a lightweight platform such as Tolt, FirstPromoter, or Airtable. Approval is

typically instant or within 24 hours.

KDP Research & Book
Marketing

Independent Bookstore

Ghostwriting &
Full-Service Publishing

Self-Publishing Services

Email Marketing for

Authors

Book Formatting Software
(Mac)

Novel Planning &
Outlining

Al Fiction Writing Tool

Al Writing & Content Tool
Book Writing Software

eBook & Digital Product
Sales

Author Coaching &
Courses

Indie-Linked Audiobook
Platform

eBook Distribution &
Publishing

eBook Distribution &
Formatting

$60 flat/sale

10% per sale

$1,000-$12,000/clie

nt

10% on orders
>$100

30% recurring
(lifetime)

20% per sale

20% per sale

25% recurring / 1

year

30% recurring

20% per sale

50% recurring
(lifetime)

$750/enrolled
student

10-30% per
sale/membership

10% of subs /12
months

10% of D2D share /
2 years

- taciturnstudios.com

publisherrocket.com/affiliate-program/

bookshop.org/affiliates/profile/introducti

scribemedia.com/ambassadors

www.bookbaby.com/sell-your-book/publishing

partners.mailerlite.com/register

share.vellum.pub/

plottr.tolt.io/

sudowrite.notion.site/Sudowrite-Affiliate-

affiliates.writesonic.com/

literatureandlatte.firstpromoter.com/

partner.payhip.com/register

self-publishingschool.com/refer-friends/

libro.fm/affiliates

publishdrive.com/join-publishdrive-affilia

draft2digital.com/refer/

- taciturnstudios.com


https://publisherrocket.com/affiliate-program/?utm_source=affiliate-guide&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=reader-magnet&utm_content=taciturnstudios
https://bookshop.org/affiliates/profile/introduction?utm_source=affiliate-guide&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=reader-magnet&utm_content=taciturnstudios
https://scribemedia.com/ambassadors?utm_source=affiliate-guide&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=reader-magnet&utm_content=taciturnstudios
https://www.bookbaby.com/sell-your-book/publishing-partner-program?utm_source=affiliate-guide&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=reader-magnet&utm_content=taciturnstudios
https://partners.mailerlite.com/register?utm_source=affiliate-guide&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=reader-magnet&utm_content=taciturnstudios
https://share.vellum.pub/?utm_source=affiliate-guide&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=reader-magnet&utm_content=taciturnstudios
https://plottr.tolt.io/?utm_source=affiliate-guide&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=reader-magnet&utm_content=taciturnstudios
https://sudowrite.notion.site/Sudowrite-Affiliate-Program-12788b26b71746f2a72cd05b7087e8c9?utm_source=affiliate-guide&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=reader-magnet&utm_content=taciturnstudios
https://affiliates.writesonic.com/?utm_source=affiliate-guide&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=reader-magnet&utm_content=taciturnstudios
https://literatureandlatte.firstpromoter.com/?utm_source=affiliate-guide&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=reader-magnet&utm_content=taciturnstudios
https://partner.payhip.com/register?utm_source=affiliate-guide&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=reader-magnet&utm_content=taciturnstudios
https://self-publishingschool.com/refer-friends/?utm_source=affiliate-guide&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=reader-magnet&utm_content=taciturnstudios
https://libro.fm/affiliates?utm_source=affiliate-guide&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=reader-magnet&utm_content=taciturnstudios
https://publishdrive.com/join-publishdrive-affiliate-program.html?utm_source=affiliate-guide&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=reader-magnet&utm_content=taciturnstudios
https://draft2digital.com/refer/?utm_source=affiliate-guide&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=reader-magnet&utm_content=taciturnstudios

THE ULTIMATE AFFILIATE GUIDE FOR AUTHORS & PUBLISHERS © 2026 Taciturn Studios LLC - taciturnstudios.com

16 TCK Publishing Book Publishing & Author ~ 50% via Clickbank www.tckpublishing.com/affiliates/
Resources
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TIER 2 — Light Network Required (Quick One-Account Platforms)

17

These programs use a lightweight affiliate platform. Creating an account takes only a few minutes.

Reedsy

18 BookBrush

20

21

22

23

24

25

26
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Atticus

ProWritingAid

Grammarly

ACX / Audible

Kobo Writing

Life

AbeBooks

Canva

Squarespace

Freelance Marketplace for

Authors

Book Marketing Image & Trailer

Creator

Book Writing &
Formatting

Editing & Grammar
Software

Editing &
Proofreading Tool

Audiobook

Production & Distrib.

eBook & Audiobook
Retail

Used, Rare &
Collectible Books

Book Cover &
Graphic Design

Author Website
Builder
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Reedsy credits/referral

Contact to join

(rebuilding)

TIER 3 — Established Affiliate Networks (Free to Join)

These programs are managed through major networks (Impact, CJ Affiliate, Awin, Rakuten, Amazon Associates). Create a free
network account first, then apply to each program within it.

~20%/sale
$0.25/signup +
$20/sale

$0.20/signup +
$20/sale

$75 bounty/new
member

Up to 10%/sale

5%l/sale

Up to $36/Pro
sub

$100-$200/plan
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CJ Affiliate

Awin

Impact

Amazon

Associates

Rakuten

AbeBooks Direct

Impact

Impact

reedsy.com/referral

bookbrush.com/affiliates/

signup.cj.com/member/signup/publisher/

prowritingaid.com/affiliates

www.grammarly.com/affiliates

www.acx.com/help/affiliates/200484870

www.kobo.com/us/en/p/affiliate

www.abebooks.com/books/affiliateprogra

www.canva.com/affiliates/

www.squarespace.com/affiliates
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Your Strategy Cheat Sheet

Not sure where to start? Use this quick-reference table to find the best program for your specific goal, then head straight

to the sign-up link.

Highest flat payout

Best lifetime recurring

Best 1-year recurring
Easiest instant link

Best for fiction writers

Best for KDP/Amazon authors
Best for audiobook creators
Best for coaching/courses
Best digital product tool
Best Al writing tool

Best editing tool

Best author website builder

Scribe Media
Payhip
MailerLite
Bookshop.org
Sudowrite
Publisher Rocket
ACX Bounty
Self-Publishing School
Payhip
Writesonic
ProWritingAid

Squarespace

$1k—$12k per referred ghostwriting client

50% of all revenue, forever

30% monthly for life of the customer

Sign up and generate links in minutes

25% recurring for 1 year, direct Airtable form

$60 flat, simple direct program

$75 per new Audible member

$750 per enrolled student

50% lifetime, free to join, no network

30% recurring, direct sign-up

$20/sale + $0.25/free signup via Awin

$100-$200/plan via Impact

Platform Notes & Important Warnings

DIY Book Covers Offers 50% commission but their affiliate program is currently being rebuilt. Check

diybookcovers.com/affiliates for updates.

Lulu.com Has an affiliate presence via Sovrn and Yeesshh ad networks but no clean direct sign-up page as of
March 2026. Monitor their site for updates.

Jasper Al Ended their affiliate program in January 2025. Replaced in this guide by Writesonic and Sudowrite,
both of which offer comparable or better terms.

BookBub Does not offer a traditional affiliate/referral commission program for external promoters. BookBub is a

paid advertising platform for authors — not an affiliate program.
Amazon Associates If you promote any book on Amazon, sign up for Amazon Associates
(affiliate-program.amazon.com). You earn a small commission on the book sale itself, plus any other
items the customer adds to their cart within 24 hours of clicking your link.
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The Publishing For up-to-the-minute publishing industry news, affiliate program updates, and tool launches, visit
Times thepublishingtimes.com — the Taciturn Studios flagship publishing news platform.
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From the Taciturn Studios Network

Stay connected with our family of author and publishing platforms. Each site is built to serve writers, readers, and
publishing professionals at every stage of their journey.

From the Taciturn Studios Network
Stay connected with our family of author and publishing platforms for news, tools, resources, and inspiration.

‘I.Z)e . \ ‘A
TACITURN Publishing m "

* —
@ / . I MyAuthor )i
lmes CoverCrushing Ul
Taciturn Studios The Publishing Times CoverCrushing MyAuthorVoice
Independent digital publisher of Up-to-the-minute publishing Discover, rate & obsess over Find your authentic author voice
books, tools & author resources. news, trends & industry insights. the best book covers in and connect with your readers.
publishing.

Good luck, and happy earning! Affiliate marketing is a marathon, not a sprint. Build your
content, grow your audience, and the commissions will follow.
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